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The Foundation’s  
Roll Call of Faith
By Ron Hall

The greatest joy in this ministry is unquestionably those persons whom you encounter. They are genuinely 

delightful people, inspiring and yet causing me to feel a touch ashamed. Across their lives, they were great 

children, siblings, spouses, parents and family members. They were responsible workers and neighbors, 

civic-minded and concerned for the plight of their fellow man. Finally, the Gospel took hold of their hearts 

and lives and they were faithful—often occupying a seat or pew at their local Baptist churches for many 

years. They were often recalled as the backbone of many Virginia Baptist churches. In essence, they are 

recalled as the foundation’s “roll call of faith.” Permit me to share a snippet of their stories with you: 

   Winston Crawley: Possibly the smartest and 
humblest man I’ve ever known. A former VP of 
the International Mission Board and convinced 
of the importance of the Great Commission  

   Ned Culler: A postal worker, raised on the 
hardscrabble of life by his mother, devoted to 
his family, church and the Christian faith   

   Charles & Joan Foster: Absolute jewels. They 
were laypeople who will eternally support 
their local church, Baptist association and 
state missions    

   Bill Greenwood, Sr.: The first person I 
encountered here 20 years ago. He was a 
mail carrier from Danville. He loved then 
and continues to support missions initiatives 
around the world  

   Charlie Hatchel: A one-time cab driver from 
Newport News who left his estate to his 
church and missions   

   Maude Hobgood: A tiny lady from Southwest 
Virginia who embarrasses us all! She is the 
widow in the “widow’s mite” story. She gave it 
all to scholarships and missions  
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FiLES   Tom & Marion Moak: A former pastor and 
wife in Rockville. They were convinced of the 
importance of sound theological education  

   Jessie & Irma Owen: A deeply devoted couple 
from Emporia (via Chase City) who left their 
entire estate to scholarships, local church and 
foreign missions  

   Pauline Pickett: A pastor’s wife in Hampton, 
co-laborer in prison ministries well into her 
80s and a lover of foreign missions  

   Adrian & Flo Rowe: Twin octogenarian 
sisters from Staunton. Their lives were filled 
with laughter and they loved their Lord, one 
another, their church and family  

   Valencia “Polly” Van Lear: A career 
missionary in Nigeria. She was deeply 
concerned for students receiving a seminary 
education in her adopted homeland   

   Catherine Walker: An absolute GIANT in 
foreign missions circles. She was an incredibly 
brilliant, capable and caring woman  

   Buford Watson: A pick-your-own strawberry 
farmer from Bedford concerned for God’s 
people in underdeveloped regions of the world 

These vignettes only begin to capture the 
essence of their lives, generosity and witness. 
Yet, I promise that their number is legion across 
Virginia! Like those saints mentioned in Hebrews 
chapter 11 by the first-century writer, these have 
now gone onto their eternal reward. They have 
surely heard, “Well done thy good and faithful 
servant.” I believe that they now are seated in 
the heavenly balcony and 
cheering us on to greater 
devotion and service. We are 
thankful to God for them and 
rise up and call them blessed! 

My heart can only now  
cry out, “Lord, please  
do it, again!”  

Transitioning for 
Future Ministry
By Jeff B. Ukrop

In the spring of last year, I was 
introduced to the transition 
committee at Westhampton 
Baptist Church in Richmond.  
Founded in 1943, Westhampton 
was planning for its final service 
in May 2016. In planning for 
the church’s transition, the 
leadership team looked for 
ways to extend Westhampton’s 
ministry beyond the scope of an 
active congregation. With church 
resources in hand following 
the sale of its original church 
property, the Westhampton 
congregation made the 
decision to use a portion of 
these resources to establish a 
permanent endowment at the 
Virginia Baptist Foundation.  

By establishing the 
Westhampton Baptist Church 
Endowment Fund, the members 
of Westhampton were able to 
select heartstring ministries 
that would receive endowment 
distributions in perpetuity.  The 
foundation’s role as trustee is 
to ensure the fund’s principal 
grows over the course of time, 
allowing yearly disbursals to 
benefit ministry well beyond our 
lives. The foundation has already 
sent the first annual distribution 
to the selected ministries. While 
journeying through a time of 
transition and into the sunset 
of a congregation’s life cycle can 
be emotional and challenging, 
the members of Westhampton 

Baptist were able to send a 
portion of their passion into 
the future by utilizing a simple, 
permanent endowment.  

The foundation’s staff values the 
chance to work with churches 
at any point in their lifespan. 
We are uniquely positioned to 
assist each church in a manner 
that respectfully advances 

the ministries, whether the 
church is extending its reach or 
anticipating a benediction.  In 
Westhampton’s case, creating 
an endowment set the stage to 
pay forward ministry blessings 
in the years to come. Put 
simply, the ministry shadow of 
Westhampton Baptist  
Church 
has been 
extended, and 
the foundation 
is grateful to 
be a partner 
in the ongoing 
journey.  
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